Hammondia hammondi organelle proteins are recognized by monoclonal antibodies directed against organelles of Toxoplasma gondii.
Hammondia hammondi and Toxoplasma gondii, 2 closely related coccidia of cats, are known to share many antigenic molecules as shown by serologic cross reactivity. Monoclonal antibodies (MAbs) directed against the internal organelles of Toxoplasma gondii were tested by immunofluorescence assay and immunoelectron microscopy on the tachyzoites of H. hammondi. The MAbs anti-apex, anti-dense granules, anti-micronemes, and anti-rhoptries recognized, although weakly, the corresponding antigens on H. hammondi. This finding demonstrates that organelles of the 2 parasites are not only morphologically, but also antigenically, similar.